
Music  Nursery Reception 

 EYFS -   Knowledge Outcome Reception/ ELG -  Knowledge Outcome 

 

Coverage Key 

Aut 1  

Aut 2  

Spr 1  

Spr 2  

Sum 1  

Sum 2  
 

Sing a large repertoire of 

songs. 

Know how to join in and sing 

repeated phrases in a song.  
Listen carefully to rhymes and 

songs, paying attention to how 

they sound. (CL) 

Listen to poems and identify 

rhyming words/phrases.  

Know how to join in with an 

echo response within a song.  

Use large-muscle movements 

to wave flags and streamers, 

paint and make marks. 

Know how to interpret and 

respond to music waving 

streamers/flag and moving 

body parts.  

Listen to songs and identify 

features.  

Learn rhymes, poems and songs.  

(CL) 

Know and sat a poem by 

heart.  

Know how to interpret and 

respond to music by moving 

body parts. 

Listen with increased attention 

to sounds. 

Know how to listen to songs 

with increased attention.  

Know and join in with a new 

song solo or in a group.  

Know how to listen and 

identify the pulse/beat of the 

music.  

Combine different movements 

with ease and fluency. 

Know how to combine 

different movements 

responding to different 

genres of music. Respond to what they have 

heard, expressing their 

thoughts and feelings. 

Know how to use everyday 

objects e.g. chop sticks, to 

respond to music. 

Know how to respond and move 

to music.  

Know how to express their 

thoughts and feelings in 

response to music.  

 

Explore, use and refine a variety 

of artistic effects to express 

their ideas and feelings. 

Know how to use instruments 

to represent ideas and 

feelings.  

Know how to listen and 

identify the pulse/beat of the 

music. 

Know how to listen attentively 

respond and move to music.  

Remember and sing entire 

songs. 

Know and be able to sing 

confidently entire songs.  



Sing the pitch of a tone 

sung by another person 

(‘pitch match’). 

Know how to pitch match (sing 

and follow same pitch sliding 

up and downwards).  

Know how to move their 

bodies in time with the pulse. 

 

Sing the melodic shape (moving 

melody, such as up and down, 

down and up) of familiar songs. 

Know how to sing the melodic 

shape moving voices up and 

down in songs.  

Return to and build on their 

previous learning, refining ideas 

and developing their ability to 

represent them. 

Know how to play a range of 

untuned percussion 

instruments and the 

different sounds they make.  Know how to sing the melodic 

shape moving voices up and 

down in songs. 

Create their own songs, 

or improvise a song 

around one they know. 

Know how to create their own 

songs improvising using a 

familiar melody/song. Select untuned percussion  

instruments for a specific 

sound/purpose to accompany 

a song/performance.  

Play instruments with 

increasing control to express 

their feelings and ideas. 

Know and explore percussion 

instruments to create sounds 

to enhance and add to a 

story/song.  
Create collaboratively sharing 

ideas, resources and skills. 

Know and learn different 

parts of a song to perform 

collaboratively.  
Know how to make percussion 

sounds using everyday items. 

Know how to improvise their 

own accompaniment to a song 

using everyday/home-made 

percussion instruments.  

  Listen attentively, move to 

and talk about music, 

expressing their feelings 

and responses. 

Know how to listen 

attentively and move and 

respond to music.  

Know how to listen 

attentively and move to 

music.  

Know how to interpret music 

and talk about their 

responses and actions.  

  Sing in a group or on their own, 

increasingly matching the pitch 

and following the melody. 

Know and learn a song 

matching the pitch and 

beginning to following the 

melody.  



 

 

 

 

Know and sing a song 

matching the pitch and 

following the melody.  

  Explore and engage in music 

making and dance, performing 

solo or in groups. 

Know how to identify and 

keep a steady beat when 

listening to music.  

Know how to play untuned 

percussion instruments using 

them to interpret music.  

Know how to play untuned 

instruments to represent 

sounds.  

Know which untuned 

percussions instruments 

would be best to represent 

different sounds and select 

instruments based on this to 

add to songs.  

   ELG – EAD - Sing a range of 

well-known nursery rhymes and 

songs. 

Know and sing at least 5 well 

known nursery rhymes.  

Know and sing familiar and 

new songs.  

   ELG – EAD - Perform songs, 

rhymes, poems and stories with 

others, and (when appropriate) 

try to move in time with music. 

Know and perform a learnt 

poem.  

Know and perform a song 

using untuned percussion 

instruments and move in time 

to the music. 



Music  Year 1 Year 2 

 NC Objective Knowledge Outcome NC Objective Knowledge Outcome 

 

Coverage Key 

Aut 1  

Aut 2  

Spr 1  

Spr 2  

Sum 1  

Sum 2  
 

Use their voices expressively 

and creatively by singing 

songs and speaking chants and 

rhymes. 

Know how to use their voices 

expressively.  

Know how to sing songs with 

actions.  

Use their voices expressively 

and creatively by singing 

songs and speaking chants and 

rhymes. 

Know how to use their voices 

to describe feelings and 

moods.  

Know and perform a call and 

response chant. Know, learn and perform 

songs. Know and sing song from other 

cultures.  Know, learn and perform 

songs. Know, learn and perform a 

song in 2 parts.  

Know, learn and perform a 

chant.  

Know, learn and sing rhymes.  

Know, learn and perform a rap. 

Know, learn and perform a rap. 

Know, learn and perform songs 

about other countries.   

Know and sing song from other 

cultures. 

Play tuned and untuned 

instruments musically.  

Play tuned percussion 

instruments in steps to 

accompany music.  

Play tuned and untuned 

instruments musically.  

Know how to read and follow 

simple notations to create 

pieces of music using body 

percussion and untuned 

percussion.  
Know how to play untuned and 

tuned percussion instrument 

to create and enhance a music 

story.  

Know how to recognise, 

respond and play rhythmic 

patterns using body and 

untuned percussion. 

Know how to play a steady 

beat using body and untuned 

percussion. 

Know how to play rhythmic 

patterns using body and 

untuned percussion. 



Know and play tuned and 

untuned percussion 

instruments as an ostinato.  

Know how to play untuned 

percussion instruments in a 

rising pitch pattern.  

Know how to play tuned 

percussion following a score.  

Know how to play a steady 

beat using body and untuned 

percussion. 

Know how to play rhythmic 

patterns using body and 

untuned percussion. 

Know how to interpret pitch 

line notation using voices and 

tuned percussion instruments. 

Listen with concentration and 

understanding to a range of 

high quality live and recorded 

music.  

Know how to listen with 

concentration to high quality 

recorded music.  

Listen with concentration and 

understanding to a range of 

high quality live and recorded 

music.  

Know how to listen to and talk 

about timbre, texture and 

structure of music.  

Know and identify fast and 

slow (tempo) in a piece of 

music.  

Know how to identify loud and 

quiet (dynamics) in a piece of 

music. 

Listen with concentration and 

talk about features of songs 

from other cultures.  

Listen with concentration to 

orchestral music and respond.  

 

Listen with concentration to 

music and match what they 

hear to images.  

Experiment with, create, 

select and combine sounds 

using the inter-related 

dimensions of music.  

Know how to listen and 

identify a range of 

environmental sounds.  

Know how to use body 

percussion/untuned 

percussion to represent 

sounds.  

Experiment with, create, 

select and combine sounds 

using the inter-related 

dimensions of music.  

Know and explore how to play 

tuned & untuned instruments 

to enhance music. 

Know how to create and 

notate vocal sounds.   



Use technology to record 

sounds created.  

Know how to recognise and 

play a steady beat using body 

percussion.  

Know how to recognise, 

respond and play rhythmic  

patterns using body and 

untuned percussion. 

Know and respond to a steady 

beat using movement, body 

percussion and instruments.  

Know how to combine rhythm 

patterns with a steady beat 

using body percussion.  

Know how to recognise and 

respond to changes in pitch 

using voices, movement and 

instruments.  

Know how to work 

collaboratively to create a 

class composition using 

instruments.  

Know and develop an 

understanding of pitch 

identifying contrasts of high 

and low pitches.  

Know and respond to a steady 

beat using movement, body 

percussion and instruments.   

Know how to use voices, 

movement and instruments to 

represent different images. 

Know and respond to a steady 

beat using movement, body 

percussion and instruments.   

Know how to combine word 

rhythm patterns with a 

steady beat using body 

percussion. 

Know how to recognise and 

play a steady beat using body 

and untuned percussion.  

Know and recognise different 

tempos in music.  

Know metre is a group of 

steady beats and recognise 



 

and play different metres 

using body percussion.  

Know and develop an 

understanding of pitch 

identifying contrasts of high 

and low pitches and pitch 

movements.  

 

Know and recognise changes in 

pitch in music, being familiar 

with pitch shapes.  

Know how to create and 

perform a class/group 

composition using voices and 

instruments.  

Know music can be used to tell 

a story.  

  

Know and recognise changes in 

 pitch in music, being familiar 

with pitch shapes.  

Know how to create and 

perform a class/group 

composition using voices and 

instruments. 

Know how to create and 

improve with instruments to 

create a piece of music.  

 

Know and recognise changes in 

pitch in music, being familiar 

with pitch shapes.  

Know how to create and 

perform a class/group 

composition using voices and 

instruments. 


