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1. Introduction  

  

At Forefield Community Infant and Nursery School the child is key. Individually and 

collectively, the curriculum is skilfully managed and adapted to provide all with outstanding 

opportunities to experience success, achieve and progress. Teaching and learning within the 

subject of English is central to establishing this ethos and in embedding a culture of success, 



 

creativity, engagement and enjoyment. Within the English lessons, the children will learn to 

confidently communicate through listening, speaking, reading and writing for a wide range of 

purposes and situations. They will learn to express themselves creatively and imaginatively as 

they gain an understanding of how the English language works.   
  

2. Intent   

  

At Forefield Community Infant and Nursery School we believe that a quality English 

curriculum should develop children’s love of reading, writing and discussion. We aim to inspire 

an appreciation of our rich and varied literary heritage and a habit of reading widely and 

often. We recognise the importance of nurturing a culture where children take pride in their 

writing, can write clearly and accurately and adapt their language and style for a range of 

contexts. We want to inspire children to be confident in the art of speaking and listening and 

to use discussion to communicate and further their learning. We believe that a secure basis 

in literacy skills is crucial to a high quality education and will give our children the tools they 

need to participate fully as a member of society.  
  

“Learning and growing together through English'  
  

 

3. Implementation  
  

At Forefield Community Infant and Nursery School, we use a variety of teaching and learning 

styles in our English lessons, recommended in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2014 and the 

National Curriculum 2014. Our principal aim is to develop children's knowledge, skills, and 

understanding.    

Nursery  

• Children are immersed into a language rich environment where the development of their 

communication and language skills is key to all learning experiences.    

• Listening to and retelling stories through role play is at the heart of learning and 

supports the children in developing their spoken language and acquiring new vocabulary.    

• Children begin their phonic learning by taking part in Phase 1 Letters and Sounds games 

before being introduced to the letters of the alphabet.    

• They take part in a range of pre-writing activities which focus on developing gross and 

fine motor skills before moving on to letter formation.  

  

Reception    

• Children continue their phonic journey by taking part in a daily, 1 hour phonics and 

reading lesson.     



 

• An additional text based English lesson takes place each day and throughout the week 

the children will complete a guided written task within a small group.    

• Phonics and English lessons run alongside continuous provision activities allowing the 

children to work and learn through play and independently consolidate skills previously 

introduced.  

  

Year 1    

• Children continue their daily phonic and reading lesson.  Some children will complete the 

phonic programme within Year 1 and will move on to spelling, punctuation, grammar and 

comprehension work during this lesson.  

• A daily 45 minute English Lesson also takes place, based on a class text.  The text work 

encourages the children to explore different genres and develop skills in writing for 

different purposes.  Children will also develop their speaking and listening skills, 

punctuation and grammar understanding and study words to extend their vocabulary.   

  

Year 2  

• Children receive a daily 1 hour text based English lesson, following a similar format to 

Year 1. They have the opportunity to experience a wide range of texts and learn to use 

a variety of resources such as dictionaries and thesauruses to support their work.   

• A daily 45 minute spelling, grammar, punctuation and reading session also takes place.  

At this time, children who have not yet completed the phonic programme will receive a 

phonic lesson instead until they complete the phonic programme.    

  

How we teach Speaking and Listening   

  

If children can’t speak in a sentence, they can’t write a sentence.   

  

Speaking and Listening forms a key element of the teaching sequence for writing and is 

incorporated throughout the teaching phases. Children are introduced to the main features 

of spoken Standard English and they are taught how speech varies according to circumstance 

and audience.   

  

At Forefield Community Infant and Nursery School we encourage the children to “talk for 

writing”, ensuring they can orally form their ideas and verbalise a sentence using Standard 

English before  writing.  Once work is complete, children are encouraged to read what they 

have written out loud to a friend to ensure it makes sense before editing any mistakes.   

   

Other Speaking and Listening strategies include:  

 



 

• drama lessons and role play areas   

• circle time   

• oral storytelling   

• book talk   

• language and word games   

• chanting, rhymes and songs  

• peer marking   

• presenting work to the class  
  

How we Teach Phonics  

  

At Forefield Community Infant and Nursery School we teach our children their phonic 

understanding through Pearson’s, Bug Club Phonics.  The programme is an online tool which 

uses videos, animations and sounds to engage the children whilst closely following the Letters 

and Sounds programme from phase 2-6.  It is a systematic approach to teaching children the 

mechanics of reading and writing and helps the children understand how the alphabet works.  

As part of the programme, children also develop their understanding of letter formation, 

spelling, grammar, punctuation and sentence structure and the programme works alongside 

the Bug Club reading scheme in order to develop reading and comprehension skills.      
  

As all children acquire phonic skills at different speeds, the children are assessed every half 

term and grouped according to the phonic phase they are working on.  This allows children to 

work at their own pace without any gaps forming in their understanding as they move through 

the phonic phases.    
  

How we Teach Reading  

  

Bug Club  

As part of our daily Phonics lesson, the children will read a book which embeds the 

graphemes taught in the previous week’s lessons.  They will read the same book throughout 

the week with a different learning focus each day:  

Day 1: decoding  

Day 2: fluency  

Day 3: using punctuation to support expression when reading  

Day 4: oral comprehension  

Day 5: written comprehension  
  

Teachers will support the development of these skills in different ways depending on the 

phonic phase being taught.   

  

Shared Reading  

  

Once the children have completed the phonic programme they move on to shared reading 

sessions which take place in small groups or as a whole class.  At this point, the children are 



 

fluent readers so there is a move from acquiring reading skills to developing comprehension 

skills, extending vocabulary and discovering a love for favourite genres and authors.    

During shared reading, the teacher models the reading process to the whole class as an 

expert reader, providing a high level of support. Teaching objectives are pre-planned and 

sessions are characterised by explicit teaching of specific reading strategies, oral response 

and high levels of collaboration. The children join in, where appropriate with the reading of 

the core text. The texts selected are high quality texts that reflect the teaching 

objectives, genre or classroom topic.    
   

Independent Reading   

  

Children have access to a range of book banded appropriate texts to support their reading at 

home as well as assigned books on their Bug Club account.    
   

Teachers are responsible for:  

  

• ensuring that children are regularly taking home books appropriate to their reading 

level;   

• ensuring appropriate books are assigned to individuals on their Bug Club account;  

• monitoring diaries to ensure children are reading regularly at home;  

• communicating effectively with parents regarding their child’s progress.   
   

Book areas   

Every classroom will have an inviting area to share books and stories. Books on display here 

will reflect the needs and interests of the class and will be updated and refreshed regularly 

to engage and maintain pupils’ interest.   
  

How We Teach Writing   

  

Writing is closely related to reading, with the two activities reinforcing one another. 

Similarly, we aim to develop a positive attitude to writing and extend the children’s abilities 

to express their thoughts and ideas on paper, thus enabling them to communicate clearly 

through the written word. We use Pathways to Writing for half of our English teaching 

whilst choosing and planning around texts and poems that link to the year group topic during 

the other half of each term.  
   

To enable children to develop as effective writers we will teach them to:  

  

• write for a range of purposes and genres;   

• plan, draft, revise and edit their own writing;   

• organise and structure sentences grammatically and whole texts coherently;     

• use accurate punctuation and spelling;  



 

• have fluent and legible handwriting.   

  

The role of the adult is to:   

 

• support the child to structure their ideas;   

• revise, edit and improve, giving feedback during the process and encourage this amongst 

pupils during peer marking sessions;  

• provide differentiated support and a writing outcome;  

• address children’s individual learning targets whilst working with children at a similar 

stage (i.e. similar targets) - agreeing success criteria and giving feedback on progress.   

   

Vocabulary   

  

Learning vocabulary is key to ‘learning and progress across the whole curriculum’ since it 

allows pupils to access a wider range of words when writing and for them to understand and 

comprehend texts efficiently.   
  

We encourage our pupils to have a wide and growing vocabulary in a number of ways, these 

include: 

   

• displaying key words linked to topics and subjects;    

• using the correct vocabulary orally;    

• taking part in word based lessons looking at patterns;    

• using dictionaries, thesaurus and similar programmes;  

• playing games to recall the meaning and definition of words.  

    

How we teach Spelling   

  

Spelling enables us to become more effective writers. Put simply, the less thought we have 

to put into spelling, the more thought we can put into what is said. The Bug Club Phonics 

programme supports the development of spelling skills by teaching children to decode words 

in phase 2-4, before moving on to teaching spelling rules in phases 5 and 6. In Year 2, 

children begin to follow Raintree’s No Nonsense Spelling Programme where a range of 

spelling strategies are taught.  

   

Once children reach Phase 3 on the phonic programme, they will take home weekly spellings 

to embed the graphemes/rules which they have been taught that week in their 

phonic/spelling lessons.    
   

How we teach Handwriting   

  

Letter formation and pencil control is developed in the EYFS curriculum as part of learning in 

Physical Development and writing (linking the letters formation with the letter sounds).  In 



 

Year 1 and 2 these skills are embedded and developed further through the use of the Nelson 

Handwriting scheme (See Handwriting Policy for more details).   
  

  

4. Remote Learning 
 

During the Covid 19 pandemic, it is essential that children fully access the curriculum from 

home in order to continue their learning. English lessons will be available during any periods 

of remote learning should this be required. This will be delivered in line with school’s remote 

learning policy and following any Health and Safety guidance.   
 

 

5. Impact    
  

The impact of our high quality English curriculum will be to develop children who:   

  

• speak clearly and audibly, and take account of their listeners;  

• listen with concentration in order to identify the main points of what they have heard;   

• use effective communication, both verbal and non-verbal and adapt their speech to a 

variety of audiences;  

• are confident, independent readers with a love of books and literature which enriches 

their lives;   

• can plan, draft and edit their written work;  

• are able to complete accurate and meaningful writing, be it narrative or non-fiction;   

• have developed a love of words and enjoy playing with language;    

• have a clear understanding of spelling, grammar and punctuation in order for them to 

successfully express their creativity;  

• display pride in the presentation and quality of their work.   

  

EYFS End Points  

  

By the end of Reception, children will be able to express themselves orally, using full 

sentences and have developed their confidence in speaking in front of others.  They will have 

had experiences playing with different vocabulary and will be beginning to choose words 

carefully to express themselves.  In reading and writing, the children will have been 

introduced to the 44 phonemes of the English language and will represent these using the 

corresponding grapheme.  They will have developed the skills to decode words by blending 

phonemes for reading and segmenting phonemes for writing.   They will be able to read words 

and books containing the graphemes they are secure with and will be able to write a series of 

words to form captions and simple sentences.  
  

Key Stage One End Points  

  



 

By the end of Key Stage 1, children will have built on their prior knowledge, further 

developing their spoken language, vocabulary and listening skills.  They will have taken part in 

class assemblies and year group productions to develop speaking in front of large audiences 

and taken on different roles through a range of role play activities.  In reading, the children 

will have a full understanding of the phonic system meaning they can accurately decode any 

unfamiliar word they encounter.  They will have developed their accuracy and speed in word-

reading allowing them to be fully independent readers as well as developed their 

comprehension skills to help them to understand what they have read and what has been 

read to them.  In writing, the children will be able to effectively express their thoughts and 

ideas on paper using both simple and complex sentences.  They will have a good understanding 

of the spelling, vocabulary, grammar and punctuation set out in The National Curriculum for 

Year 1 and Year 2 and use this knowledge within their writing.  They will have begun to 

develop their skills in editing their work prior to handing in their finished piece and will read 

their finished writing aloud to an audience.  
  

At Forefield Community Infant and Nursery School we work closely with Forefield Junior 

School to ensure progression and continuity in English education is seamless as Year 2 

children transition to their next phase of education.   

  
  

6. Assessment  
  

Our bespoke curriculum assessment system using Classroom Monitor allows teachers to 

assess progress and attainment of children against The National Curriculum.  Teachers will 

continuously assess phonics, reading, writing and communication development during each 

lesson and give oral and written feedback sharing ways in which children can improve. 

Progress is tracked and evaluated to:    

• identify pupils in need of either support or extension;   

•    identify areas of difficulty or areas of strength; and  

• set new targets.   
  

Teachers will sometimes use iPads to record and evidence children's progress in 

communication and reading which is then uploaded to Classroom Monitor for moderation of 

assessment and monitoring of the curriculum.    
  

An English data capture will occur three times per academic year to support subject 

monitoring and ensure all children are making progress towards the end points of their year 

group/phase.   
   

  

7. Reasonable Adjustments  
  

Within the English curriculum, teachers will make reasonable adjustments for all children 

through differentiation, adult support, alteration of equipment and level of challenge to meet 



 

the needs of all children in the class. Class teachers can seek advice from the English 

subject leader and/or SENDCo to ensure reasonable adjustments are made for all children.   

  

8. Extra-curricular Activities   
  

At Forefield Community Infant & Nursery School we pride ourselves on offering extra-

curricular activities which provide additional opportunities for children to develop as 

talented readers, writers and actors. Children attending English clubs gain accreditation 

towards Children’s University Graduation at the end of Year 2.   
  

9. SMSC  
  

Opportunities to promote children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is 

threaded throughout our English curriculum. Teachers carefully choose texts and writing 

tasks which encourage the children to think of others and respect the world and people 

around them.   

   

SMSC in English  
 

During English lessons children will:   
  

• learn about the world around them, past and present;  

• make links between different cultures and societies - locally, nationally and globally, 

understanding how cultural influences have shaped the world they live in today;   

• through stories and non-fiction texts, learn to recognise the similarities in people and 

ways of life as well as celebrate the differences;   

• develop their own imagination and have the freedom to be creative through writing, role 

play and spoken language;   

• reflect on the positive and negative behaviours of characters and events in texts, 

looking at how these behaviours led to certain events before making links to their own 

lives;  

• develop understanding and show respect for different faiths and cultures and celebrate 

diversity;   

• develop their personal confidence and sense of personal achievement when targets are 

achieved, their work is displayed around school or they take part in a role play 

production.  
  

  

  

10. Role of Subject Leader  
  

The role of the subject leader is to:  

  



 

• ensure high quality English lessons are taught across EYFS and Key Stage 1 through our 

agreed broad and rich English curriculum.   

• provide subject specific guidance/CPD to colleagues.   

• monitor the English curriculum delivered to children across the school highlighting 

strengths and areas for further development.  

• monitor the progress and attainment of children in school in speaking and listening, 

reading and writing.   

• quality assure extra-curricular activities highlighting strengths and areas for further 

development.  

• manage resources including maintaining/replenishing resources to support delivery of a 

high quality curriculum.   

• liaise and work with the Sefton English School Improvement Lead and other external 

agencies who provide English support and provision to children/staff.   

• stay up to date with changes, new initiatives and research that would enhance and 

support the development of English at Forefield Community Infant and Nursery School.   
  

  

11. Equality Statement  
  

The English curriculum adheres to our school Equality Policy. It is the responsibility of all 

staff to ensure that all children access the English curriculum and are treated equally, 

regardless of their background, gender, race or ability. We are an inclusive school and teach 

English to all children respecting individual needs. The English curriculum takes into account 

issues of difference including: gender, race and ethnicity ensuring 

literature/characters/events/settings from across a wide range of genres and cultures is 

taught and key features shared and explored.   

  

Dawn Oldham   

English Subject Lead  

Feb 2021 

Jan 2020 
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