
Welcome to 
Forefield Community Infant 

& Nursery School



Ready for Nursery 
Virtual Workshop



Early Years Foundation Stage

“Play is essential for 
children’s development, 

building their 
confidence as they 
begin to explore, to 

think about problems 
and relate to others”

EYFS P6 

“Play helps children to grasp and try out 
their learning in concrete ways”

Froebel



Early Years Foundation Stage

•Learning takes place 
both indoors and 
outdoors. 

• Independence is 
crucial to children 
making the most of 
learning opportunities. 

• Outdoor provision is 
available in almost all 
weather conditions. 



Early Years Foundation Stage

4 Key Themes

• A Unique Child

• Positive Relationships

•Enabling Environments

= Learning & 
Development



Characteristics of Effective Learning

• Playing & Exploring

• Active Learning

• Creating & Thinking Critically

Early Years Foundation Stage



Early Years Foundation Stage

3 Prime Areas

• Personal, Social &  
Emotional Development

•Physical Development

•Communication & 
Language 

4 Specific Areas

• Literacy

•Mathematics

•Understanding the   
World

•Expressive Arts & 
Design



Personal, Social & Emotional 
Development

Building 
relationships

Self-Regulation Managing Self



Self regulation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EdLRJwA66IM


Physical Development

Gross Motor Skills Fine Motor Skils



Language & Communication

Listening. Attention & 
Understanding Speaking



Literacy

Writing
Comprehension

Word Reading



Maths

Number Numerical Pattern



Understanding the World

Past & Present

The Natural World People, Culture & 
Communities



Expressive Arts & Design

Being Imaginative & 
Expresive

Creating with 
Materials



Assessment in Early Years

• Nursery Baseline Assessment –
Establish starting points for children.

• Observations/Focused Tasks to 
inform planning for next steps. 

• Summer 2022 – Information shared 
with Reception teacher – continue the 
learning journey into Reception. 



Assessment in Early Years

Use whole class, focused group and 1-1 
work to observe and track progress 
against age related expectations and 

Early Learning Goals

Classroom Monitor allows us to do this 
and build up and share a profile of 

your child’s learning and development. 



School Readiness
For children to get most from school 
important to prepare them for the 

changes they will face over next few 
months.

• Independence
• Experience of social situations
• Able to follow simple instructions
• Able to think for themselves
• Able to solve problems
• Ready to listen and learn
• Read a bedtime story each night



School Readiness

Independence

Personal Care 
Toileting, hand 

washing, taking off/on 
clothing e.g. coats, 

jumpers, shoes, 
opening packets or 

cartons, straws, use a 
knife & fork. 

Sense of Self
Likes, dislikes, foods, 

family & friends, 
favourite stories, 

activities. 

Physical 
Independence

Carry own bags, open 
velcro, how to put 
things in/out of 
bags, negotiate 

spaces – getting self 
from A to B, 

lift/carry/move 
appropriate objects.

Learning
Able to complete a 

task, follow an 
instruction, complete a 
challenge e.g. jigsaw, 
experience of a wide 
range of activities 

small world to messy 
play. 

Concentration
Remain focused on a 

task for about 5 
minutes. 



School Readiness

Negotiating 
Knowing how to 

communicate with others 
(children/adults), 

sharing with others, 
good waiting for a turn. 

Solving Problems 
Find solution to 

problems without 
grown ups – what could 

we do…

Social Situations 
Experience of 

independent play with 
other children –

building relationships. 

Managing own emotions
Recognise own feelings 

and emotions, 
communicate these, 

able to manage these 
with support – Script 

children’s emotions for 
them. 

Personal, Social and Emotional

Resilience/Perseverance
Take on new challenges, 

try new things, don’t give 
up if not achieved first 

time. 



School Readiness

Active Listening 
Listening carefully & 

responding with relevant 
comments, questions or 

responses. 

Conversation
Hold 2 way 

conversation, listen 
and respond – back & 

forth etc. 
Different social 

situations –
adults/children. 

Speaking 
Experience of speaking 
to different people –

adults / children. 
Confidence speaking in 
different situations. 

Giving children time to 
respond – not speaking 

for them/assuming 
answer / accepting 

pointing nodding etc. 

Understanding
Follow instructions –
familiar & unfamiliar 

situations. 
1 step / 2 step 
instructions.  

Communication
& 

Language

Story-Telling
Listen & respond to 

stories, retell familiar 
stories, information 

books & rhymes

Nursery Rhymes
Know/say nursery 
rhymes by heart. 



School Readiness

Playing with Sounds
Hearing initial sounds –

games like I spy…
Alliteration patterns –

Word game – words 
beginning with s…. 

Comprehension
Understanding stories –
beginning, middle & end, 

characters. 
Key questions – Retrieval 

-What is he wearing / 
doing? 

Interference  - what do 
you think she is 
thinking? Why?  

Reading 
Bedtime stories –

listening to, enjoying 
and talking about bed 

time stories, what 
happened, favourite 

part/character, what 
will happen next, 

joining in with 
repeated refrains. 

Writing
Early mark making –
assigning meaning to 

marks – this is….
Holding a pencil 
correctly with 
correct pencil 

pressure.
Writing own first 

name (letter 
formation) Literacy 

Story-Telling
Using knowledge of 

stories to retell make up 
own stories with dolls, 

figure, selves. 

Vocabulary
Talking about meaning of 

new words, exposing 
children to new words 

every day.



School Readiness

Counting Board Game
Playing counting board 
games – Frustration, 
ludo, card games –

matching pairs, 
dominoes.

Counting 
Counting forwards/ 
backwards, (route 
counting) counting 

objects (1-1 touch), 
counting things they 
hear, can’t be moved 

Numbers 
Recognise numbers in 

the environment, 
numbers in different 
forms e.g digits, dice 
patters, comparing 

numbers

Numerical Patterns 
Patterns in 

environment – shapes, 
colours, print e.g. 
wrapping paper, 

animal skin, clapping 
or musical patterns. 

Maths
(Real Life) 

Comparing
Recognising more and 
less (sweets/cakes), 
Lots of, sharing out, 

equal/the same, 1 more, 
1 less. 

Shape, Space & Measure
Recognising and name 2D 

key shapes – triangle, 
circle, rectangle/square 
(same family), comparing 
length, height –everyday 
situations  taller/shorter





Growth Mindset 





Passport to Learning Summer Challenge
Over the summer holidays we would like to you complete a series of 
challenges. These will all be fun and age appropriate activities. Each of 
these activities will be linked to our Reception curriculum and provide an 
invaluable prior learning experience for your child. At some point during 
the forthcoming year we will be drawing upon this experience. 

We would like children to capture these experiences in a summer memory 
box. This should just be a decorated shoe box in which your child can 
gather evidence of activities completed on their summer Passport to 
Learning. This may be an entry ticket, a photograph, a postcard or a leaflet 
from a place visited. These items not only provide a aide- memoir for your 
child, but act as a prompt for staff to talk to children about the items 
they have brought in. Children will all be given an opportunity to share their 
memory box in a small group over the first few weeks of term..

There is no set format for the memory box so 

you can be as creative as you would like. 



Passport to Learning Summer Challenge

• Join your local library and borrow some books to read at 
home. You may also want to sign up to take part in the 
Sefton Reading Challenge. 

• Take a train ride – Buy a ticket from the station. 
Where did you go? 

• Learn to ride a bike or a scooter. 

• Visit a local landmark for example Crosby Beach, the 
Albert Dock or a local football stadium. 

• Follow a play dough recipe – make your own play dough. 



Passport to Learning Summer Challenge

• Visit a local park for a play date with a friend. 

• Send a postcard to a relative (or even to Mrs Evans at 
school). 

• Go to the beach and make a sandcastle. Can you add 
some shells or flags to decorate it. Take a photo for 
your memory box. 

• Do a random act of kindness for a neighbour e.g. deliver 
some cakes or draw them a picture and post it. 

• Play a turn taking game for example – matching pairs, 
ludo, snap – Did you win or did you loose? How did it 
feel? 


