
Curriculum Policy – English 

 

Overview 

In Forefield Infants the child is key.  Individually and collectively, the curriculum is skilfully 

managed and adapted to provide all with outstanding opportunities: to experience success; 

achieve and progress; whilst also nurturing their spiritual, moral, social and cultural well-being.  

Teaching and learning within the subject of English is central to establishing this ethos and in 

embedding a culture of success, creativity, engagement and enjoyment.  Children learn to 

confidently communicate through reading, writing, verbal language and role play for a wide range 

of purposes and situations.  As their reading skills develop and mature, children are challenged 

through targeted questioning to become critical readers of a broad, rich and varied range of 

texts, and embed both literal and beyond literal understanding. 

 

Objectives 

1. Provide all children with a broad, rich and varied diet of literature which enthuses, engages 

and motivates children; fostering their curiosity and enthusiasm for learning. 

2. To develop in children a love of books and literature – value and use books as a basis for 

learning, pleasure, talk and play - that will not only support their learning across the 

curriculum but also enrich their lives. 

3. To explicitly teach all children high level reading skills through skilfully planned, challenging 

and engaging guided read questioning - developing children’s understanding and enjoyment of 

texts. 

4. To foster in all children the confidence, desire and ability to take risks in their learning and 

to express their views and opinions both orally and in writing for a range of purposes, genres 

and audiences. 

5. To nurture confident communicators through reading, writing and oral communication; 

developing along the continuum of talk from playground talk through to formal oral 

presentation/oral rehearsal for writing. 

6. Teach the basics – spelling and handwriting to liberate creativity, and to develop a love of 

words through playing with language.  Children who play with writing stay with writing! 

 

Strategies 

1. The whole-school Alan Peat writing skill focussed curriculum will be adhered to throughout 

KS1, and developed in FS: embed a coherent planning system which ensures challenge, 

progress and coverage in the short, medium and long term, and intervenes effectively to 

address language and writing delay. 

2. Build on an established whole-school approach to develop children’s gross and fine motor 

skills, laying the essential building blocks for effective handwriting skills. 

3. A range of effective phonics strategies will be developed in the children through a whole-

school daily approach to its teaching, and consistent implementation of phonic and graphic 

knowledge resources to support the embedding of these strategies. (See Phonics Policy)    

4. Our whole school guided reading system will be used to strengthen all children’s ability to 

engage with and critically think about a range of texts.    

5. All classroom learning environments will be of orderly design, with learning resources and 

displays showcased and effectively deployed consistently throughout the whole school to 

support independence and to cultivate a purposeful learning environment.  

6. The school environment – inside and outside the classroom – will be developed to be language 

rich; supported and promoted through developing the library areas and general display of 

books. 



7. Promotion and celebration of a culture of confident, creative writers and happy, engaged 

readers through competitions; successes showcased in display and celebrated in newsletters 

and with prizes (specific budget allocated). 

8. Parental involvement in their children’s learning is recognised, valued and developed through 

targeted workshops and clear systems for supporting home reading, spelling, and writing 

activities. 

 

Outcomes 

Children will thrive within an environment that is language rich and skilfully designed to support 

increasingly independent access to both reading and writing.  They will display confident 

speaking and listening skills, fostering positive reciprocity, and speak positively about their 

English experiences; reciting themes and sequences from texts they have enjoyed.  Children will 

talk effusively about their writing experiences, recalling memorable successes.  The systems for 

developing reading will ensure children are enthusiastic and responsive readers so that they can 

cope with the language demands in adult life.  By cultivating a broad, rich and purposeful English 

curriculum – including traditional, mythical, multi-cultural and reference materials – we will 

nurture firstly the self-esteem of all children, and secondly the love, respect and understanding 

of a range of literature traditions. 
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